
 
Barbara Dunn-Prosser, Junior and Int. Musical Theatre 
An active professional singer/actress, Barbara has performed as a soloist with most 
major symphonies and in theatres across North America.  In addition to performing 
opposite Dmitri Hvorostovsky in the award winning film of Mozart’s Don Giovanni, 
Barbara has spent several seasons with the Stratford Festival and the Canadian Opera 
Company. She’s toured North America with The Phantom of the Opera, and southern 
Ontario with her one-woman show, about pioneer artist and writer Anne Langton. 
Barbara holds a B.A., M.A. and B.Ed. from Queen’s University and is an Associate of 
the Royal Conservatory of Music in both voice and piano.  
 

 
Dan Scholz, Int. Upper Strings, Chamber and Orchestra 
 
Mr. Scholz serves as the Principal Viola of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and the 
Manitoba Chamber Orchestra. He is an artist with the Winnipeg Chamber Music Society 
and the Rembrandt String Quartet. Mr. Scholz is the viola instructor at the University of 
Manitoba and the Canadian Mennonite University and maintains an active private studio 
as well. He is the Conductor of the Winnipeg Youth Symphony Orchestra the most 
senior of three orchestras. Mr. Scholz has performed and taught at many of Canada’s 
major festivals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Ian Parker, Senior and Int. Piano  
 
Canadian pianist Ian Parker has performed with many orchestras across North America 
including Calgary and the Hong Kong Sinfonietta. His 2017/2018 concert season 
includes return performances with the Victoria Symphony and Vancouver Symphony as 
well as debuts with the Richmond Symphony and the Lake Forest Symphony. Recent 
and upcoming appearances include recitals presented by the North Okanagan Concerts 
Association, UCLA, the University of British Columbia, and collaborative performances 
with the Hawaii International Music Festival. Ian has made multiple appearances on a 
new chamber music series at North Vancouver's Kay Meek Centre, for which he has 
recently become Artistic Director.  
 
 

 
 
Joanne Hounsell, Senior and Int. Vocal 
 
Joanne has enjoyed a successful career in music and theatre, serving in leadership 
positions on all sides of the stage as an educator, producer and principle artist. Joanne 
holds a Bachelor of Music from Mount Allison University; Master of Music from 
University of British Columbia in Vocal Performance and an Artist Diploma from the 
University of Toronto. Ms. Hounsell has performed in concerts and musical theatre in 
roles with major symphony and opera companies across Canada. She continued her 
theatre training with Michael Bawtree at the Banff School of Fine Arts and as a 
professional young artist in the Canadian Opera Company Ensemble and Studio, & 
Vancouver Opera Touring Company. Her vocal and dramatic talents have seen her 
prominent engagements with major opera companies and symphonies across Canada.  
 
 



 
 
Louis Trepanier, Guitar 
 
A native of Ottawa, Louis Trépanier studied under Patrick Roux at the Conservatory of 
Music in Quebec. Louis has studied jazz with Canadian composer and guitarist Roddy 
Ellias and has performed often on CBC radio and Radio-Canada both as soloist and 
with the CGQ. He is a composer of music for the guitar and has adjudicated guitar 
competitions at the provincial, national and international levels. Trépanier is a member 
of the Donkin/Trépanier piano-guitar duo, with his wife Catherine Donkin. Louis has 
previously taught at both Laurentian University and Cambrian College in Sudbury. He is 
currently Coordinator of the Guitar Sector at the University of Ottawa’s School of Music. 
 
 
 

 
 
Marie Baron, Musical Theatre 
 
After training at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto and the University of 
Toronto’s Opera Department, Ms. Baron began her stage career performing with the 
Canadian Opera Company. After transitioning to Music Theatre, she went on to star in 
both musicals and plays in theatres across Canada, the United States, London’s West 
End and on Broadway. As an educator, Ms. Baron was the Head of the Vocal Discipline 
in the Music Theatre-Performance Program at Sheridan College for 15 years.  
Currently, she adjudicates Music Theatre in festivals across Canada, conducts Music 
Theatre Performance Workshops and Master Classes and works with theatre artists in 
her Toronto studio. 
 
 



 
 
Mark Thompson, Woodwinds and Band 
 
Mark Thompson is in demand throughout North America as a clinician and adjudicator, 
adjudicating woodwind, brass and chamber music at many festivals across Canada and 
the United States, including the MTNA National finals in New York City. Mark Thompson 
studied at The University of Toronto, Indiana University, and The Mannes College of 
Music in New York. Since 1996, he has been Artistic Director of Clearly Classic 
Concerts in Dundas, Ontario in the capacity as conductor, performer and developer of 
numerous projects. He has performed with many of Canada's orchestras, including the 
Toronto Symphony and has toured internationally with many well known ensembles. As 
senior examiner for the Royal Conservatory he has been involved in conducting 
evaluations in both Canada and the United States. He has also served as a mentor to 
apprentice examiners, recently mentoring apprentices and conducting evaluations in 
Los Angeles. 
 
 

 
 
Rebecca Henry, Senior Strings 
 
Rebecca Henry holds the Scott Bendann Chair in Classical Music at The Peabody 
Institute of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. As chair of the Peabody 
Preparatory String Department for thirty years she has guided the development of one 
of the premier pre-college string programs in the country, teaches violin and viola and 
directs the Peabody Pre-Conservatory Violin Program. Ms. Henry has performed in 
chamber music festivals in throughout North America, performing regularly in faculty 
recitals and playing with the Washington Chamber Orchestra. Ms. Henry has presented 
master classes and workshops throughout USA and abroad for organizations and 
schools including Indiana University, University of Michigan, Eastman School of Music, 
Royal Academy of Music (Calgary), Bilkent University (Turkey) and The Royal 
Conservatoire of Music (Scotland) to name a few. 



 
 
Sharon Fitzsimmins, Band 
 
Sharon Fitzsimmins is a respected educator, international adjudicator, clinician and 
conductor. She is past president of The Ontario Music Educators’ Association (OMEA) 
and was co-editor of The Recorder for 8 years, examiner for The Royal Conservatory of 
Music and a conductor at the National Music Camp of Canada. She has received 
numerous teaching, professional development and leadership awards including Teacher 
of the Year. In November 2006, Sharon received the highest award from the OMEA, an 
Honorary Life Membership. Sharon is currently the Chair of the Concert Band Division 
for Musicfest Canada. Sharon is proud to have taught for thirty years at Barrie North 
Collegiate where she conducted award winning bands and choirs.  
 
 

 

Sonia Lee, Int. Piano 
 
A performer of pianos of all periods, harpsichord, clavichord, and organ with a versatile 
repertoire spanning from the 16th to the 21st century, Sonia has appeared as soloist 
and collaborative artist at numerous festivals and venues worldwide. She has served on 
international competition juries as well as many regional festivals in both Canada and 
the United States. Dr. Lee holds advanced degrees in music from McGill University and 
the University of Illinois. Currently serving her second term as the President of the 
Historical Keyboard Society of North America, she has taught at Illinois Wesleyan 
University and more recently at the Desert Baroque Workshops in California. 
 



 
 
Susanne Hughes, Int. Piano 
 
Susanne Hughes is the winner of the University of Western Ontario gold medal for high 
standard in performance. She received the A.R.C.T. in Performance form the Royal 
Conservatory of Music and the A. Mus from the Western Ontario Conservatory of Music. 
Susanne’s professional career began as a teacher on the faculty of Alma College in St. 
Thomas, Ontario. She maintains an active career as a teacher and is in demand as an 
adjudicator, accompanist and music consultant. Many of her students have graduated 
with first class honours from the Royal Conservatory of Music. Susanne has adjudicated 
extensively at music festivals in Ontario, Newfoundland, and New Brunswick and has 
been Director of Music at several churches in her area. 
 
 
 

 
 
Yvette Rowledge, Junior Piano 
 
Yvette is an active adjudicator at many music Festivals throughout Western Canada 
and is a member of the Canadian Music Festival Adjudicators’ Association and the BC 
Registered Music Teachers’ Association.  She has taught all levels of music for over 40 
years and is a former faculty member of the Langley Community Music School, the 
Victoria Conservatory and the Douglas College Community Music School. Yvette 
graduated with distinction from the University of Victoria School of Music and holds 
diplomas from the Royal Conservatory of Music Toronto, the Victoria Conservatory of 
Music, and Camosun College. She has examined senior levels of piano for The London 
College of Music and Media.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Erica Schultz, Junior Piano 
 
Erica Schultz teaches all levels of piano and harp in Winnipeg Manitoba and has 
adjudicated throughout Manitoba and across Western Canada. Erica has been the 
President of the Manitoba Division of the Canadian Music Competition, and an 
accompanist in Master Classes for Pinchas (pronounced Pinkas) Zukerman and Itzak 
Perlman at the Aspen Music Festival. She has accompanied many soloists and choral 
ensembles, on both piano and harp, including internationally known singers Tracy Dahl 
and Valdine Anderson and the Winnipeg Singers and the Mennonite Children's Choir.  
She has been the harpist with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and the Saskatoon 
Symphony Orchestra. With Victor Schultz (violin) and Myron Schultz (clarinet) she has 
toured internationally.  
 
 
 

 
 
Margot Jewell, Junior Upper Strings 
 
Margot received her Bachelor of Music from McMaster University and her ARCT from 
the Royal Conservatory of Music. This was followed by studies in Matsumoto Japan 
with Shinichi Suzuki, and lessons on Baroque Violin with Jeanne Lamon and Kevin 
Mallon. Margot has performed with the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, Aradia 
Baroque Ensemble, Te Deum Orchestra and Opera York. She is a faculty member and 
director of the Hamilton Suzuki School, Etobicoke Suzuki Music, and at Suzuki institutes 
and music camps across Canada. Margot has enjoyed adjudicating at music festivals 
from Prince Edward Island to the Yukon and has served as a member of the Boards of 
the Suzuki Association of Ontario and the Suzuki Association of the Americas. An 
examiner for the Royal Conservatory of Music, she is presently the string specialist, 
involved in the training and development of examiners.  
 



 
 
Michael Oike, Senior Piano 
 
Michael maintains a busy and fulfilling musical life in his hometown of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  He began his piano studies there with Alice Nakauchi and Sydney McInnis, 
and with Boris Lysenko at the Royal Conservatory of Music and University of Toronto 
where he was awarded the Forsythe Award as the outstanding graduating pianist.  
Michael also worked with the renowned pedagogue Jeaneane Dowis, covering both the 
solo and piano chamber repertoire at her New York City studio and twice as a fellowship 
recipient at the Waterloo Festival held at Princeton University.  Michael has a special 
affinity towards the vocal art song field and has worked with the highly regarded vocal 
pianists Rudolf Jansen and Martin Isepp. 
 
 

 
 
Neil Corlett, Brass and Band 
 
Freelance trumpet artist Neil Corlett has performed in radio, television, recording and 
concert settings. He was a regular member of the Tommy Banks Big Band for over 25 
years. Other performance credits include the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, the 
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, and Edmonton’s Citadel Theatre. Additionally, he has 
performed with numerous national and international recording artists. Mr. Corlett has 
worked extensively throughout Western Canada as a festival adjudicator and clinician. 
In addition to his freelance career, Mr. Corlett was the Managing Director of the Alberta 
Band Association and Workshop Director for MusiCamp Alberta provincial summer 
music workshops. 
 
 
 



 
 
Peggy Coffey, Speech and Choral Speech 
 
Peggy Coffey began her professional career as an actor in 1977 at The Canadian Mime 
Theatre.  Theatre credits include leading roles at: Stratford Festival, Shaw Festival, 
CanStage, and The Grand Theatre, to name a few.  She has toured and performed in 
regional theatres across Canada. Teaching credits include The Birmingham 
Conservatory Stratford Festival, Director at The Shakespeare Summer School for the 
Stratford Festival, Instructor at St. Clair College Musical Theatre and Performance, 
Sheridan College Performance Prep Program.  Peggy received her Certificate of 
Completion in Chekhov Technique in 2011 in Boston. In 2016 Peggy joined The 
Birmingham Conservatory at The Stratford Festival where she teaches Chekhov 
Technique to the acting company and she is also a faculty member of Chekhov Canada 
sharing her knowledge of Chekhov Technique with professional actors and teachers. 
Peggy is the recipient of 4 Guthrie Awards from the Stratford Festival, and was 
honoured to be named Woman of the Year in Arts in Culture in her community in 2013. 
Peggy has adjudicated for the Alberta Provincial Music Festival Finals, Kiwanis Festival 
Music Festival in Stratford, at the Ontario Provincial Finals.   
 

 

Daniel Gervais, Fiddle 

Daniel has been playing the violin since the age of five. He completed a Master of Music 
degree in classical performance under the supervision of Dr. Guillaume Tardif in 2014. 
In 2011 & 2016, he won the Canadian Grand Masters Fiddle Championship becoming 
the only Albertan to hold this prestigious title to date. He has had the opportunity to 
perform at many prestigious events including the 2012 London Olympics, the 100th 
Anniversary Grey Cup in Toronto, a reception event at Carnegie Hall, as well as tours in 
Canada, the United States, and Europe. He has seven albums to his name. His gypsy 
jazz group, Hot Club Edmonton, won Instrumental Album of the Year at the 2010 
Western Canadian Music Awards. He currently teaches as sessional faculty at 
MacEwan University in the jazz and popular music program. Visit www.danielgervais.ca 
for more information. 



 

 

Janet Kuschak, Junior and Int. Lower Strings 

Cellist Janet Kuschak, an accomplished orchestral and chamber musician, has been a 
tenured member of the Canadian Opera Company Orchestra, the National Ballet of 
Canada Orchestra and was a founding member of Toronto’s Esprit Orchestra. Ms. 
Kuschak also frequently performs on baroque cello that has led her to collaborate with 
various early music groups such as Spiritus Chamber Choir, Early Music Voices, Rosa 
Barocca and Early Music Alberta. She currently holds the position of principal cellist of 
the Red Deer Symphony Orchestra. Ms. Kuschak has in the past taught at the Toronto 
Waldorf School and, with Suzuki certification, the Calgary Talent Education Society. Ms. 
Kuschak has her own teaching studio in Red Deer. Her students enjoy performing solo 
recitals and cello ensembles. She is a sought-after adjudicator and clinician, having 
been invited to adjudicate at the Hong Kong Schools Music Festival on three occasions 
and nationally with her last post in Ottawa. 
 
 

 
 

Robert Filion, Choral Conductor  

Robert Filion’s choirs are celebrated across Canada, earning top awards at the local, 
provincial and national level. His vocal ensembles at the École sécondaire De La Salle 
have won six national championships and can be regular heard on the CBC and Radio-
Canada. The voice programme he heads at De La Salle has three times been 
designated Best Music Programme in the National Capital Region by the Kiwanis Music 
Festival and the CBC.  A talented musician and artistic director, in 2011 Robert Filion 
was appointed Artistic Director of Unisong, the annual Canada Day festival of Canadian 
choirs at the National Arts Centre. He works with the National Arts Centre Orchestra on 
concerts involving youth choirs. He focuses on new works and music from around the 
world, and has collaborated on productions of original works by many well-known 



Canadian composers. In 2013 Mr. Filion received the Prime Minister’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence.  
 
 

 
 

Malcolm Bell, Percussion, Chamber and Composition 

Malcolm Bell is a music director, educator, composer and percussionist. He directs Red 
Deer College’s Jazz Big Band, RDC Percussion, and jazz combos and has directed and 
performed numerous music styles in various ensembles, from jazz, rock and Latin 
bands to symphony orchestras and marching bands. His 30+ years of professional 
performing and recording experiences include the National Film Board of Canada, CBC 
Radio/TV, numerous musical theatre productions, and many jazz ensembles. In 2000, 
Malcolm was included in Who’s Who in Popular Music by Cambridge International 
Biographers. His compositions have been performed internationally on three continents. 
including his musical score for the Canadian film, Wildrose Sunset. Currently a fulltime 
music faculty member at Red Deer College, he has also been a fulltime music faculty 
member at the University of North Texas and Prairie College. He has a Master of Music 
degree and a nearly-completed Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of 
North Texas and a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Regina.  Malcolm 
has adjudicated band, instrumental ensembles and soloists at the Calgary Kiwanis 
Music Festival and other Alberta music festivals. 
 
 
 


